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ISA detentions:
Govt rejects
call for inquiry

THE Government yesterday rejected a call by 16
former detainecs for a commission of inguiry to in-
vestigate their detentinns nnder the Internal Securi-
ty Act (1SA)

T'he rejection, in a statement from the Home Af-
fairs Ministry, came a day after the 16 said in a
staterment of their own that an independent com-
mission should examine if aflegations against them
aud all farmer 1SA detainees were justified.

The 16 were detained in different waves of ar-
rests between the 19005 and the 1980s.

Iny its response. the ministry saic that the subver-
sion and violence of the Communist insurgency
from the 1940 Lo the 1970s are a historical reality.

1t added thatl the Government's actions against
the Marxist plot in the late 1980s had been fully ex-
phined and justified at the time. and extensively de-
pated in Parliament.

“Ihese actual situations and events which were
real threats to Singapore’s security cannot simply
he dismissed as ‘rieloric’, as the ex-detainees now
try to do,” the statement said.

“The detentions under the [SA were made for val-
id security reasons amd properly dealt with accord-
ing to the law. Every case was Teviewed at that time
by the Advisory Board chaired by a Supreme {ourt
judge.

“[he Government sees no reason to conduct a re-
view now, morc than 20 years after the event. via a
sommission of Inguiry.”

in their statement on Wednesday calling for a
comrmission of inguiry. the 16 said that recent publi-
cations, memoirs and panel discussions by histort-
ang and former detainees gave accounts different
from the official narrative on the events surround-
iy their avrests.

In an earlier statement, on Sept 23, the ministry
noted that the 16 were detzined for thuir involve-
ment in subversive activities which posed a threat
to national security and not for their political be-
liefs.

The nine who were detained before the 1980s
were aclively invoived in Communist United Front
aulivities in support of the Communist Party of Ma-
qava (CPAY, which sought to overthrow the govern-
menls of Singapore and Malavsia.

Ilie seven detained in the 1980s were involved
in o Marxist plot that was part of the CPM’s re-
newed efforts to rebuild the united front by pene-
trat g und manipulating legally established organi-
salivns.

The Government has maintained that Singapore
will mot scrap the 1SA as it remained “relevant and
cruial” as 2 measure of last resort to keep the coun-
svosafe and secure.
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