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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

Today is the 14th anniversary of our
Union — Singapore Bus Workers’ Union.
Let us celebrate this oceasion with the
greatest enthusiasm and wish her forge
ahead in the struggle for the victory of the
working class movement.

We have not fall out notwithstanding
the countless difficulties and frustrations in
these 14 years. On the contrary, we have
steeled ourselves in this long and difficult
period of struggle and continue to march
from victory to victory. This proves that
our Union enjoys the full support of the
working class and all its members. Hence,
today it is much stronger than any other
historical period, be it in organisation, unity
and the consciousness of the workers.

The inauguration of the Union witnessed
the British colonialists frenzily suppressed
the democratic and progressive forces and
launched full scale attack on the national
movement. The Union was in a state of
hibernation under this deteriorated circum-
stances. However history tells us that the
colonial suppression only further the
mounting spirit of anti-colonialism and the
hatred of our people towards colonial
domination. The British colonialists carried
out political changes in 1954 with the aim
at lessening the heightening wave of anti-
colonialism. As a result the hypocratic
Rendel Constitution was introduced and
implemented followed with the emerge of

KOH TENG SONG

a so called elected government. Our Union
keeping pace with the development of the
situation began to carry out the re-organi-
sation of its set-up. By 1955 it succeeded
in organising all the bus workers and united
them under the Union’s banner where it
led them in the courageous struggle for
better living and working conditions which
achieved glorious results.

May 12 of 1955 is the day where the
workers of Hock Lee Bus Co., under the
leadership of the Union struggled for the
right of union representation and better
living conditions, which turned into a riot.
1t is also the day where the British colo-
nialists and its puppets using armed force to
intervene in strikes and carried out sup-
pression that developed into the tragic case
of May 12, a day indelible in the history of
the trade union movement of our State.
This righteous struggle of great historical
significance achieved the ultimate victory
under ‘the mighty pressure of the masses
and the undaunted and perseverance and
united force of the workers. The courageous
manifestation of the determined stand of
the workers and their refusal to bow down
to brute force has written a glorious page
in the annual of the history of the Union.
It changed an inert and weak organisation
into a victorious army with courage and
full of fighting spirit. This is "a major
turning point in the history of the Union.

It not only paved the way for the Union
to lead the workers for righteous struggles
in later days but also greatly influenced the
trade union, movement which due to the
Emergency Regulations of 1948 was in a
hibernated state. This afford favourable
conditions for the development of trade
union movement in later days.

In 1956 and 1957 the trade union move-
ment was again met with great set backs.
The important officials of the Union such
as Secretary, Fong Swee Suan, Asst. Secre-
tary, Chua Chong Seng, President Cheong

- Hwan Ting, Vice President Yeo Choo Kim

Cultural Official Lim You Wee and Secre-
taries Chen Say Jame,; were all arrested.
The Tay Koh Yat and Hock Lee Bus
employers seized the opportunity to oppress
the workers which vresulted in the re-
occurance of strikes. However the strikes
failed under strong political pressures and
the strikers were dismissed mass. As
a result the Union lost one third of its
strength. In spite of all these, it stood
firm and continue to lead the workers to
struggle with perseverance.

The trade union movement of the State
regained its vitality in 1959 through the -
emergence of a new situation. Our Union
once again revive the unity of the organi-
sation in the new environment. Those
members who have left the union were again



united under its banner and its organisation
was further expanded and strengthened. It
also negotiated with the Chinese Bus
Companies for the gradual re-instatement
of the employees wrongfully dismissed in
the hard times of the trade union move-
ment. It succeeded too in:- (i) securing
the full implementation of the Labour
Ordinance; (ii) adjustment of bonus (iii)
payments of arrears prior to 1960 of bene-
fits entitled under the Labour Ordinance.
It achieved a historical victory in the
economic struggle. A point worthy of
mention is that the workers in achieving
this great victory, voluntarily donated 5
days’ wages — a huge figure of $90,000.00

as Building Fund. We are proud of this

spirit of love for the Union.

The other factor which we find comfort
at is that during these two years all the
employers consistantly maintained co-opera-
tion with the Union on the basis of mutual
benefits which is conducive to the amicable
settlement of many major problems such
as, full implementation of Labour Ordinance
and arrears issues, etc. Our Union pro-
foundly hope this co-operation based on
mutual benefits will continue.

From the historical development of the
Union in the past 14 years, it is not difficult
for us to derive a conclusion and that is
the trade. union movement has very close
connections with the left wing political
movement. As long as colonialism still
remain in our country and before its com-
plete eradication, any wish for fundamental

change of the basic problems of the workers
It is particularly so in today |

is impossible.
where a government which once label as
socialist and pro-workers has adopted the
line of anti-people, anti-workers and aimed
at selling the people’s interests in actively
carry out its plan of phoney merger which
will hinder the development of history.
Hence, it is doubtless that the trade union
movement is sure to meet with the gravest
test and hercules task in its history. Thus,
it is clear the immediate tasks of our Union
are: (i) Politically we must determinedly
stand with the people and actively mobilise
our members for stopping the phoney mer-
ger plan which is detrimental to the people’s
interest. (ii) Economically to effect change
of the living conditions of the workers on
the basis of mutual benefits (iii) strengthen
the workers’ unity of various races and
unmask the opportunistic elements in spilt-
ting the trade union movement. All are
aware, the present split of the trade union
movement was due to the ruling party
broken its promises and carried out the
which has labour policy of supporting the
PAP unions while suppress and smear the
non-PAP unions. As such, the left wing
trade union in managing its affairs may
meet with many temporary difficulties. We

believe as long as the workers are closely
united under the Union’s banner and carry
out unremitting struggle against the forces
of the splinter union including those oppor-
tunistic elements under the cover of pro-
gressive, we can resolve all difficulties and
cause the continuous expansion of the
Union.

(From Page 10)

OUR POLICY AND TASK AHEAD

ruling party will work obstinately to the
end with the intention to compel the people
to accept its constitutional arrangement
through the undemocratic National Refer-
endum Bill. The ruling party will put forth
questions like (1) Merger of Singapore and
Malaya with autonomous rights in Education
and Labour; (2) The so called Malacca type
complete merger for the electors to vote.
In reality these questions are contravene to
the will of the electors. If the electors put
in blank votes or spoilt votes they are taken
as government votes. This is an unpre-
cedented political swindling. We appeal to
the workers to heighten their vigilance and
not to be tricked. We call upon all politi-
cains who are faithful to the interests of
the people to unite and stop the political
swindling of the ruling party with united
force. The working class whole heartedly
support and will response to any call which
is to the interests of the people and is pre-
pared to stop the realisation of undemocra-
tic constitutional arrangement with action.

It is beyond the shadow of any doubt
that the present struggle against the un-
democratic constitutional arrangement has
very intimate connections with the future
development of trade union movement. We
must be the motivate force in this move-
ment.
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AMANAT TUAN PENGERUSI

Hari ini adalah hari Perayaan Ulang
Tahun yang keempat belas bagi Kesatuan
Pekerja?2 Bas kami. Yang terlebeh dahulu
kami akan merayakannya dengan perasaan
gembira, dan berharap ia akan bermaju
terusmenerus serta berjuang membanting
tulang salama?nya untok kemenangan pe-
kerja? kita bagi hari depan.

Sudah empat belas tahun, kami meng-
‘hadapi berbagai? kesulitan dan kegagalan,
tapi kesatuan kami bukan sahaja tidak layu
atau lisut kerananya, bahkan kesatuan kami
lebeh berkeras seperti besai satelah kami
mengalami berbagai perjuangan salama
ini. Kami sedang menuju kemenangan
yang baru dari kemenangan yang lalu. Ini
membuktikan kesatuan kami adalah menda-
pat sokongan yang sepenoh?nya dari seluroh
pekerja kami serta pekerja? lainnya. Sebab
itu kesatuan kami pada hari ini adalah lebeh
besar dan lebeh kuat mau pun didalam
susunan-nya atau pun dalam kesatu-pa-
duannya. Lebeh? lagi kesedaran fikiran
anggota kami sekian hari sekian meninggi.

Mengenangkan empat belas tahun yang
lalu — tahun kesatuan kami dilahirkan itu,
pada masa itu penjajah? Inggeris sedang
menjalankan tindasan dan kekerasan-nya
terhadap kesatuan? dan orang? yang maju
dan demokrasi, ia menyerbu dan me-nye-
rangkan gerakan kebangsaan disegala la-
pangan, kesatuan kami juga berada dalam
keadaan ketidoran kerana keadaannya
sangat burok itu. Akan tetapi sejarah
sudah memberi tahu kepada kita bahawa
penjajah? menindas dan menekan pada

OLEH KOH TENG SONG

rakyat selurohnya hanya akan menyebabkan
rakyat jelata.negeri kita lebeh menyedari
dan meninggikan perasaannya menentang
penjajahan. Untok mengurangi pasang
menentang penjajahan yang meluap? itu,
maka pada tahun 1945 penjajah Inggeris
itu menjalankan usahanya ‘“membaiki’ poli-
tik,” Perlembagaan Rendal yang palsu itu
pun dibentangkan dan dijalankan. Apa yang
dikatakan itu “Kerajaan yang dipileh rak-
yat” itu pun ikut menchullah. Kesatuan
kami pula mengikuti perkembangan per-
chaturan politik itu dan menjalankan
susunan kesatuan kami yang baru. Akhir-
nya pada tahun 1955 kami menyusun
pekerja? Bas seluroh Singapura dengan
berjaya, mereka sakaliannya bersatu-padu
dibawah bendera kesatuan kami, kerana
hendak mendapatkan sharat? pekerjaan dan
kehidupan yang lebeh baik itu, dengan
beraninya kesatuan kami telah menjalankan
berbagai? perjuangan yang menggemparkan,
dan mendapati kemenangan yang gilang
gemilang.

- 12.5 tahun 1955, ialah hari kami memim-
pin pekerja? bas Hock Lee kerana hak2wakil
kesatuan kami serta untok membaiki taraf
kehidupan pekerja kami itu lalu berkembang
menjadi huru hara. Ini juga adalah dise-
babkan oleh penjajah dan perkakas?nya
menggunakan kekerasaan untok menindas
pergerakan kesatuan negeri ini dan sebab

itulah, maka hari itu telah menjadi sebagai

sahari yang tidak akan dilupakannya.
Perjuangan yang bersejarah itu kerana
menerima sokongan yang besar dari rakyat

jelata - Singapura serta pekerja? yang ber-
satupadu dan berkeberanian menghadapi
kekerasaan serta berjuang terus-menerus,
akhirnya mendapat kemenangan yang akhir.
Didalam perjuangan itu, pendirian yang
tetap, dan keberanian anggota? kami itu
akan menulis lembaran yang baru bagi
kesatuan kami dengan selama?-nya. Sebab
ia menyebabkan sabuah kesatuan yang
tidak bersemangat itu menjadi satu pasokan
tentera kemenangan yang berpendirian,
bertenaga dan berani serta selalu dapat
membela, kepentingan? pekerja kami. Ini
juga adalah titik pertukaran yang berse-

jarah bagi kesatuan kami, kerana ia bukan

sahaja meratakan jalan yang kami memim-
pin anggota? kami untok mengembangkan
perjuangan pada hari yang terbelakang itu,
bahkan ia memberi pengaroh yang berfae-
dah dan aktif kepada pergerakan kesatuan
yang tidak bersemangat itu sejak dari tahun
1948 jaitu pada masa Undang? Darurat
diumumkan. dan serious puteh memenohi
diseluroh Singapura ini.

Dalam tahun 1956 dan 1957 gerakan
kaum buroh mengalami juga serangan yang
hebat dari penjajah dan boneka2nya. Pe-
mimpin? kesatuan kami seperti bekas
Setiausaha Fong Swee Suan, bekas Naib
Setiausaha Chua Chong Sim, bekas Penge-
rusi Chuang Huan Ting, bekas Naib Pen-
gerusi Yong Chu Kim, bekas ketua Pene-
rangan Lim Yew Wee, Sekas Setiausaha
Chen Say Jame, Lim Tiaw Beng dan Watt
Chee Beng semua-nya tertangkap dan
ditahan dibawah Undang? Kesalamatan
Negeri.



Dan lagi pula, majikan? Tay Koh Yet dan
Hock Lee Kompany itu menggunakan
kesempatan ini untok memeraskan pekerja?
dan mengakibatkan perkara pemogokan
vang tidak di-ingini itu- berlaku lagi,
akhirnya pemogokan itu gagal kerana diba-
wah tekanan politik yang kuat, dan pekerja?
yvang mengambil bahagian dalam pemogokan
itu sekaliannya dihalau oleh majikan? nya,
akibatnya ini menybabkan kesatuan kami
kehilangan anggota? seramai satu-pertiga
dari jumlah keanggotaan kesatuan kami.
Walau bagaimana pun keadaannya sademi-
kian burok, tetapi kesatuan kami tetap juga
pbertegak diatas pendiriannya, dan memim-
pin pekerja’nya berjuang terus-menerus.

Pada tahun 1959 pergerakan kaum burch
negeri kita ini bergerak samula berikutan
dengan tertimbulnya
baru, kesatuan kami pun berkembang subor
juga serta memulehkan persatuan susunan
kami, Ada sabahagian besar anggota? kami
pulang samula ke-haribaan kesatuan kami
dan membesarkan, menguatkan susunan
kami. Pada masa itu kesatuan kami dengan
lebeh lanjut bermashuarat dengan kesatuan?
majikan, dengan berangsor? memulehkan
pekerjaan kepada pekerja? yang dihalau
majikan2nya pada masa pergerakan kaum
buroh yang sulit itu, dengan berusahan
kami dapat menunaikan 1. Majikan mesti
menjalankan wundang2buroh bagi pekerja?
dengan sepenohnya. 2. Mengator semula
bunga tahunan. 3. Memperoleh kembali
wang kompensasi dari majikan kerana tidak
menurut undang? buroh sejak tahun 1960.
Kejayaan tersebut menyebabkan kesatuan
kami menchapai kemenangan perjuangan
ekonomi yang tidak pernah terchapai itu.
Disini hendaklah diingatkan bahawa pada

perchaturan yang.

masa pekerja? kami menchapai kemenangan
perekonomian itu mereka sekaliannya men-
dermakan gaji lima hari mereka supaya
menjadi wang pokok yang akan membeli
gedong kesatuan itu, jumlah dermaan

mereka sampai ka-sembilan puloh ribu
ringgit. Semangat yang bagitu menchintai

kesatuan kami itu sangatlah kami merasa
bangga.

Dan lagi pula yang dapat menggembi-

rakan kami ialah lebeh dua tahun yang
terbelakang ini, majikan? yang bersangkut
paut dengan kami itu semua berkerja-sama
dengan kami dengan berdasarkan kepen-
tingan bersama, dan banyak perkara yang
besar seperti menjalankan perjanjian un-
dang? buroh dengan sepenohnya, menghi-
tong semula hutang lama dan lain?nya
semuanya telah diselesaikan dalam perun-
dingan yang sabar dan mesra. Semangat
Jbekerja-sama yang -berdasarkan untok
kepentingan bersama itu haruslah diper-
kembangan terus-menerus.

Dari perjalanan selama empat belas
tahun yang kesatuan kami melalui itu,
tidak sukarlah bagi kami mendapat satu
simpulan bahawa gerakan kaum buroh ada-
lah berkaitan erat dengan gerakan politik
sayap kiri itu, Samasa kekuatan penjajah
maseh tinggal dibumi negeri kita ini atau
saki bakinya belum dibasmikan, maka
tidaklah mungkin bagi kita untok menyele-
saikan sebenar?nya atas soal pokok kehidu-
pan pekerja?2. Terutama sekali pada masa
sabuah kerajaan yang bersemboyankan
sosialist, berpekik bersimpati pada kaum
buroh itu sudah menentang dan meng-
khianati kepentingan kaum buroh dan
rakyat jelatanya, juga serta aktifnya
mendorongkan “Perchantuman palsunya”

=5=

itu supaya dapat menghalang perkembangan
sejarah itu.

Oleh sebab itu gerakan kaum buroh
negeri ini tidak dapat tidak akan mengha-
dapi ujian yang kejam dan menanggong
tugas yang sulit didalam separah negeri ini.
Maka ta’ dapat disangkakan lagi bahawa
kewajipan yang kesatuan kami mesti me-
mikul itu 1alah berikut: Yang pertama:
Didatas politik kita mesti berdiri bersama?
dengan rakyat jelata dan menggalakkan
anggota? kita supaya dapat menghalang
chadangannya yang hendak menjalankan
perchantuman palsu yang akan merugikan
kepentingan rakyvat itu. Yang kedua:
Didatas ekonomi kami mesti berdasarkan
untok kepentingan bersama itu membaiki
kehidupan perekonomian pekerja2. Yang
ketiga: Kita mesti dengan segala daya
upaya untok membongkar opportunis yang
memechah-belahkan gerakan kaum buroh.
Sebagaimana yang diketahui umum, sebab-
nya perpechahan gerakan kaum buroh
pada masa itu adalah kerana partai yang
berkuasa sekarang ini tolak menunaikan
perjanjiannya dan membantu, melindongi
kesatuan yang berpehak kepada kerajaan,
menindas dan menfithnahkan kesatuan yang
bukan berpehak pada Petir itu. Sebab itu
kesatuan® sayap kiri itu mungkin akan
menemui kesulitan sementara didalam
perkara menyelenggarakan rumah tangga-
nya. Tetapi kita berkeperchayaan bhahawa
asalkan anggota? kami bersatu-padu erat
dikeliling kesatuan kami, dan menentang
berbagai? pengaroh yang memechah-belah-
kan gerakan kesatuan serta menjalankan
perjuangan dengan tidak bertolak angsor
terhadap opportunis dan menyamar diri
sebagal orang yang maju itu, maka segala
kesukaran akan dapat diselesaikan dan
dapat juga memperkuatkan kesatuan Kami.
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Message from Visiting Sarawak Workers Deleﬁmion

Dear Friends of the S.B.W.U,,

We heartily congratulate the 14th anniversary of your Union.
We have great admiration for your persistent spirit to fight for
the interests of the workers in face of innumerous difficulties and
obstructions.

The workers in Sarawak and Singapore share a common
ground of interests, ideal and aspiration. That is why we are always
of the conviction that it is essential to increase the contact and
unity between workers and their organisations in these two
territories.

It is a great honour that we were invited to attend the Rally
of the Singapore Trade Unions May Day Joint Celebration. We
firmly believe that our visit will bring about closer friendship and
unity between the workers in both territories. We also believe that
the experiences of the Singapore trade union movement will prove
a tremendous help to the growth of the trade union movement in
Sarawak. We hope that trade unionists in both places will hence-
forth lose no opportunity to expedite mutual visits and exchange
of experlences as this is conducive to the growth of trade union
movements in Sarawak and Singapore.

The Malaysia Plan is not conceived in the best interests of
the peoples in the.five territories nor is conducive to the anti-
colonial struggle. We believe -that any unification arrangement
must be done on the basis of equality, democracy, fair-play and in
the best interest of the peoples concerned. In view of this, the
Sarawak working class are firmly opposed to the Malaysia Plan,
and are strongly antagonistic to colonial rule in whatever form.
We call upon all working class in the five territories to unite
closely together, to safeguard the interests of the people and to
oppose any anti-people practice.

Finally, let us extend our lofty greetings to your Union and
the workers of Singapore. We wish the workers of Singapore
greater achievement in the days to come!

Long live the unity and friendship between working class in
Sarawak and Singapore!

Long live the Unity amongst workers in the five territories!

Yours fraternally,
Lim Chin Shen, Secretary, Sarawak First Division Trade
Union Congress.

Organising Secretary, Sarawak First
Division Trade Union Congress.
President, Sibu General Employees Union.
Secretary, Sibu General Employees Union.
Secretary, Sarawak Wharf Labourers’

Unions Federation.

Chong Kwee Wen,

Wu Yang Sian,
Chao Song Shen,
Cheng Ching Mao,

'

MESSAGE FROM SARAWAK BUS WORKERS

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the S.B.W.U.,

The 14th anniversary is not only a festive occasion for all of
you, but it is also indeed a day of tremendous réjoice for all of us
in your neighbouring country who share a common fate with you
and feel proud of your achievement during the past 14 years. Please
accept our sincere and fraternal greeting and we wish your
Celebration every success!

We are being separated by both the huge ocean and the
artificial barriers; yet our hearts are closely linked up with each
other our fraternal friendship is growing day by day. This indicates
the increasing friendship among the working class in the five ter-
ritories, the strong solidarity among workers the world over. These
united forces will eventually crush to pleces the unjust society of
ours.

In the course of its growth your Union had provided for us
countless encouragement and resourceful experiences. Your spirit
of perseverance and unflinging struggle has set a good model for
us. Indeed we are sharing with you whatever fate you suffer and
we are also sharing with you whatever victory you rejoice. It is

_all because there is a common fate for the working class. We are

deeply concerned with the obstructions you met in preparing the
Celebration.

Fellow Workmen! Let us unite more closely, consolidate our
strong bulwark and fight for the realisation of the lofty, ideal of
the working class!

Long Live the Unity of Workers All Over the World!
MERDEKA!

Yours fraternally,

Kuching Bus United Employees Union,
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OUR POLICY AND TASK AHEAD

The May Day Rally proves that the
great masses of the working class is un-
swervingly pursue the line of the left wing

trade union movement in spite of it being

divided into two camps. On the one hand,
the Rally at Jalan Besar Stadium organised
by the left wing trade unionists was packed
with more than 60,000 workers. AIthough
there was a heavy down-pour of rain the
great masses of participants insisted the
rally continued its agenda to the end, so
assured of its success. This determined
stand of the workers towards the left wing
trade union movement is worthy of our
admiration.
at the Happy World Stadium with the fuil
support of the Government and under the
call of non-communism had to exert all
‘their strength including the pulling along
of the employees in Works Brigade and
Community Centres yet failed to fill up the
Happy World Stadium. When the Rally
was on the item of passing the resolutions
enly a small number of participants re-
mained. This shows that even though the
participants were bundled to the Rally, they
have no interest whatsoever with its non-
communist object. To be more out-spoken,
their participants are only utilising the
connections of the workers’ traitors like
Devan Nair and Company with the Govern-
ment to realise their aim of wage incre-
ments. They do not support the PAP
non-communist line in ‘trade union move-

On the other hand, the Rally’

- FONG SWEE SUAN

ment pursued by its trade unionists. What
more of asking them to sacrifice for this
movement. In short, the left wing trade
union movement has taken root in the great
masses of workers of various races and has
been accepted as the only correct path for
the liberation of the working class from the
capitalist system.

The experiences of our Union in the
past 14 years substantially proves that the
line of the left wing trade union movement
is an important factor for uniting the
workers, to further the expansion of union
and to effectively achieve the change of
living conditions of workers.
was registered in 1948 but it only began to
develop in 1954. It carried out re-organi-
sation and accepted the leadership of left
wing trade unionists, so succeeded in uniting
the whole of the bus workers. The cou-
rageous struggles of the Paya Lebar and
Hock Lee strikes, specially the victory of
the later, greatly motivated the develop-
ment of the trade union movement of the
State during 1955-56. In the later part of
1959 it once again led the bus workers in
carrying out the struggle for the complete
changes of working conditions. It not only
triumphantly obtained a sum over $500,000
as payments of arrears under the Ordinance,
but also achieved for every successive year
an amount of over $1,000,000 under the
various benefits. Today, the Bus Workers’

Our union

Union has become a strong union. With
the exception of a few workers unaccepted
by the Union, the rest are all members.

The successes of the Union are insepar- -
able from the following factors:-

(1) The Union has a group of brilliant
leaders faithful to the workers movement.
They include the former President, Cheong
Hwan Teng, Asst. Secretary, Chua Chong
Sen and Secretaries, Lim Teow Meng and
Watt Chit Meng, ete.

(2) The Union has correct policies.
Economically, we are unlike certain trade
unionists who follow the Government with-
out any principle with the hope of changing
the workers’ livelihood through government
machinery. We took the initiative and lead
the workers to raise their living standard.
Organisationally, we advocate the line of
the masses, to rely on the cadres and the
potential strength of the workers. The
idea of personal cult which rely on the so
called incomparable calibre of a few top
unionists and their eloquency in the Indus-
trial Arbitration Court is foreign to us.
As a matter of fact, the trade unions led by
these men are vaccum organisationally. The
leading level is dislocated from the rank
and file with each moving in its own direc-
tions. The Unions will become inert once
they lose the support of the Government.

‘Politically, our Union econsistently follows
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an independent line. In practice it is anti-
colonial and is a staunch supporter of the
left wing political movem’ent. Ideologically,
it carries out an unremitting struggle
against the elements who pursued an
opportunistic line. In particular it is
against those who professed leftist in
thinking but encourage the workers to
discard the struggle against suppression
and exploitation.

In social work we are enthusiatic to-
wards public affairs, such as education,
support of Nanyang University, etc. and
all just struggles carried out by the frater-
nal unions. At the same time we also
encourage the spirit of public service, the
dissemination of fraternal love of the work-
ing class, the ridding of corruption and
politeness to passengers. We must reso-
lutely carry out the above correct line and
policies to the hilt.

Today, the other problem that draws
the interest of the workers is the trend of
the situation of our State and its effect on
the future development of the trade union
movement. This is the common problem
arisen after the putting forth of the Greater
Malaysia Plan, especially the announcement
of White paper on Merger of Singapore and
- Malaya.

In fact, the speeches and activities of
the advocators of the Greater Malaysia
Plan and the White paper on merger have
supply the answer to the above problem.

The motive behind the merger of Singapore
and Malaya as proposed by the ruling party
is wholly for the political convenience of
the British and right wing elements. It is
a hand over of our political rights from the

British into the custodian of the Alliance

Government of Malaya. This constitutional
arrangement will reduce our opportunity in
participating in government into merely
symbolical. The citizen status of our State
will be reduced to that of 2nd rate on the
realisation of Malaysia Plan. This indicates
that the sphere of political and economic
activities of our citizens not only cannot
expand but will shrink smaller. Nobody is
doubtful of the following dirty political
motives embodied in the Greater Malaysia
Plan:-

(1) It is contravene to the wishes for
national self-determination of the three
states of Borneo and our State;

(2) Prolong the political, economic and
military powers of colonialists in the five
states;

(3) Strengthen the right wing forces
in its fight against the left and suppress
the development of the left wing political
and trade union movement;

(4) Further the disruption of the unity
of various races in the five states and speed-
ing up the spreading of racialism.

- The true nationalists and left wing
politicans of the five states see through the
realisation of Greater Malaysia Plan will

mean internationally the five states will
afford the Western powers to fight against
the Afro-Asian group in South East Asia
with Indonesia as its core and military
intervention against the national-liberation
movement led by the left wing such as
South Vietnam and Laos. Besides, it also
will become the battle-field for the Western
powers to start a world war. Economically,
Malaysia will also afford the Western capi-
talists to squeeze the rich resources and
huge profits from the five states. Internally,
it will suppress the left wing and trade
union movement paving the way for mili-
tary domination by the right wing. The
strong opposition to Malaysia by the people
of the five states is understandable. Funda-

"mentally, the people abhors any brand of

suppressive systems. We have no interest
to sacrifice for the Western Powers and the
few reactionary elements in their fight
against Communism. The common demand
of the people is for national liberation and
independence and carry out socialist con-
struction in an independent country.

The working class of our State is un-
doubtedly strongly oppose to any undemo-
cratic constitutional arrangement. This
determined will of the working class 1s
reflected in the May Day mass rally. Today,

-the trade union movement should play an

important role in thivronosition to ‘phoney
merger’ and Greater Malaysia Plan. In face
of the strong opposition from the people the

(See Page 3)



AMANAT DARI PENASEHAT KESATUAN

Biar pun gerakan kesatuan buroh
Mingapura  telah berpechah menjadi dua
knum  buroh tetap akan bermaju juga
menpikuti dasar gerakan buroh kiri dengan
mudikit pun tidak berganjak dari pendirian-
nyn: dan ini telah pun terbokti dari kera-
nmuinn rapat raksasa perayaan Hari Buroh
hithavu?® ini.  Di-satu pehak, pemimpin2
goernkan buroh kiri telah mengadakan satu
rpal raksasa perayaan Hari Buroh di-Jalan

Hesur Stadium, .yang keadaan-nya penoh’

nesik sakali, sa-ramai kira2 enam puloh ribu
ornng, sa-hingga walau pun hari hajun,
ukuon tetapi oleh kerana ketetapan dan kete-
wohan  hati para hadhirin maka dapat
menjaminkan kejayaan rapat raksasa itu.
Pendirian  tetap mereka terhadap usaha
wirrakan buroh kiri sunggoh memuliakan.
Di-lain pehak pula, satu perjumpaan pera-
ynnn vang di-sokong dan di-anjorkan oleh
kerajaan, vang bersimbolkan bukankomunis
prscrta®nya hanya sadikit sahaja, walau
ptin mereka telah berikhtiar dengan sa-daya
upnya dan telah pun dikerahkan-nya kaki-
tnngan= dari Worker Brigade dan Balai?
Rukyat supaya meramaikan perjumpaan
porayaan itu.  Tetapi peserta-nya tidak
ramai juga sahingga tinggal sa-berapa

Sdr. Fong Swee Suan

sahaja sa-waktu mereka membentangkan
resolusi2 pérjumpaan. Dan ini telah jelas
menunjokkan bahawa mereka yang di-paksa
menghadhiri perjumpaan itu sadikit pun
tidak tertarek Thati-nya kapada dasar
bukan-komunis itu; Lebeh tegas, mereka
sa-lain dari menggunakan perhubongan
penkhianat? saperti D. Nair dengan kerajaan
untok menchapai kenaikan gaji, tidak-lah
mereka menyokong dasar bukan-komunis
yvang di-gila?kan oleh pemimpin? kesatuan
partai kerajaan itu. Apalagi hendak di-
katakan mereka itu menyumbangkan diri
terhadap usaha-nya itu. Pendek kata,
usaha gerakan buroh kiri telah berakar
tunjang dalam pekerja? dari semua bangsa,
dan telah disambut sabagai satu? jalan yang
tepat untok membebaskan diri dari belenggu
sistem kapitelis.

Pengalaman? kesatuan kita sejak empat
belas tahun yang lalu, telah menyatakan
dengan lebeh ujud bahawa perjalanan
gerakan buroh kiri adalah satu unsor yang
penting bagi menyatupadukan pekerja?
menyebabkan perkembangan kesatuan dan
dengan bersunggoh? menchapai pembaikan

kehidupan untok pekerjaz. Kesatuan kita

telah * di-daftarkan dalam tahun 1948,
tetapi yang sabenar-nya perkembangan
kesatuan bermula dari tahun 1954, iaitu
satelah kesatuan menjalankan perubahan
atas organisasi dan menerima pempinan
dari gerakan buroh kiri baharu-lah dapat
menyatupadukan sakalian pekerja? bas den-
gan berjaya. Sejak dari perjuangan hebat
pertikaian? buroh Hock Lee dan Paya
Lebar, terutama sakali kemenangan dalam
pertikaian buroh Hock Lee, maka itu gera-
kan buroh seluroh negeri kita dapat diper-
kembang dengan saluasnya dalam tahun
1955 dan 56. Pada hujong tahun 1959,
sakali lagi kesatuan kita telah memimpin
pekerja? bas seluroh Singapura untok mem-
perjuangkan kenaikan gaji. Kesatuan kita
bukan sahaja telah mengembalikan wang
bayaran sajumlah lebeh dari $500,000 bagi
pekerja? kerana utong majikan? tidak men-
jalankan hak? dalam Undang2? Buroh, tetapi
juga telah memperoleh faedah? lain saperti
bayaran lebeh dari sa-juta ringgit dari
majikan kapada pekerja pada satiap tahun
yvang ka-belakang.

Hari ini kesatuan kita telah menjadi
sabuah kesatuan buroh yang chukup kuat



dan chergas, dan hampir? semua pekerja?
bas dari segala tingkat telah pun menjadi
anggota kesatuan, kechuali sagelinchir sa-
haja pekerja? yang tidak di-ingini.

Kejayaan? kesatuan kita itu adalah ber-
kaitan dengan beberapa unsor di-bawah
ini:—

(1) Kesatuan beroleh sabilangan pe-
mimpin baik yang setia kapada usaha
gerakan buroh, mereka itu termasok bekas
Pengerusi Cheong Huan Teng, bekas Naib
Setiausaha Chua Chong Shim, dan Setiau-
saha? Lim Tiaw Meng dan Watt Chee Meng
dan lain2,

(2) Kesatuan kita mempunyai dasar?
yang tegas, ia-itu pada ekonomi-nya dengan
aktib kita memimpin pekerja? untok mem-
perbaiki dan meninggikan taraf kehidupan
mereka. Kesatuan kita tidaklah saperti
satengah pemimpin buroh yang pandai?
mengambil hati kerajaan dengan tidak ber-
‘dasar, mengharapkan pembaikan kehidupan
pekerja itu dijalankan melalui alat? kera-
jaan sahaja. Atas organisasi pula, kita
berpendapat mengikut dasar orang ramai
dan mementingkan kekuatan yang tersem-
bunyi dari pekerja? dan pengurus? dari
segala tingkat. Kita tetap membuang sama
sakali fikiran keagongan perseorangan yang
hanya bergantong kapada beberapa orang

yang dikatakan bijak dan pandai? berlakun
dalam Makamah Arbitrasi. Pada hal, kesa-
tuan? yang dipimpin mereka itu hanya indah
khabar dari rupa sahaja, tidak ada hubon-
gan atas kabawah dan masingz menurut
jalannya sendiri, dan apabila hilang sokon-
gan kerajaan, hilanglah kebolehan kesatuan
itu. Atas politik kesatuan kita tidak ber-
henti? dari berpendirian bebas, dan dalam
melaksanakannya, kesatuan kita tetap
menjadi penyokong ‘yang kuat kapada
gerakan? politik kiri dan anti-penjajahan
Kesatuan kita akan memimpin perjuangan
yang tidak bertolakansor terhadap anasir?
opportunis, terutama mereka yang mulut
sahaja berpendirian kiri tetapi gerakannya
pula menggalak supaya pekerja? meletak-
kan tugasnya menentang penindasan dan
pemerasan. Mereka sabenarnya menung-
gukan masa apabila berlaku perlanggaran
kiri dengan kanan, maka mereka boleh
mendapat faedah perchuma. Dan kapada
usaha? masharakat pula, kesatuan bergiat
dalam wsaha? untok kepentingan umum
saperti pelajaran dan menyokong Nanyang
Universitet dan lain? lagi. Dan lagi kesa-
tuan kita membantu juga sabarang per-
juangan kesatuan? saudara untok keadilan.
Kesatuan kita menggalak semangat per-
khidmatan umum, memuliakan persauda-
raan antara sakerja, membasmikan keburo-
kan makan suap dan bersopan pula kapada

penumpang2. Kesatuan harus menunaikan
dengan bersunggoh? dasar? tersebut yang
tepat itu.

Hari ini satu masaalah lagi yang diper-
hatikan pekerja? ialah perkembangan ke-
adaan politik negeri dan apa pengaroh
penting-nya terhadap perkembangan gera-
kan buroh hari depan. Masaalah umum ini
sabenarnya tertimbul satelah terkemukanya
ranchangan Melayu Raya, terutama sakali
satelah pengumuman Kertas Putih Per-
chantuman Palsu.

Pada hal gerakan? dan chakapan2? pen-

ganjorlranchangan Melayu Raya dan Per-

chantuman Palsu itu telah pun memberi
jawapannya kapada masaalah? tersebut.
Tujuan Perchantuman Palsu yang dianjor-
kan Petir itu ialah memberikan kemudahan
politik kapada British dan anasir? kanan,
kerana- hendak memindahkan teraju kera-
jaan dari tangan British katangan Kerajaan

Persekutuan. Persetujuan perlembagaan
ini sabenarnya hendak mengurangkan ke-
sempatan rakyat Singapura bagi bercham-
por dalam hal-ihwal negeri, sa-hingga
menjadi sabagai semboyan-nya samata2.
Manakala kedudokan warga-negara Singa-
pura pula diturunkan katempat yang kedua.
Ini - bermaana lapangan? bagi gerakan?
ekonomi dan politik bukan sahaja tidak
dapat diperluas, melainkan diperkechil.



Iidak siapa pun akan bersangsi bahawa
ranchangah Melayu Raya itu tersembunyi
tujuan® politik yang kotor, iaitu: (1) ber-
lentangan dengan hasrat rakyat negeri kita
dan negeri?2 diUtara Kalimantan dalam hal
(2) Melanjut-
kan pemerintahan penjajahan dalam lapan-
gan politik, ekonomi dan tentera?nya. (3)

snchara penetapan sendiri.

Menembahkan kekuatan kanan untok me-
nentang sayap kiri dan menindas gerakan
buroh dan politik kiri; dan (4) lebeh lanjut
memechankan perpaduan bangsa? dari ke-
lima? negeri serta memperhebat pertaboran
nya taham perkauman. Pemimpin? kiri dan
nationalis yang tulen dari kelima buah
negeri ini telah pun melihat bahawa satelah
terujudnya Ranchangan Melayu Raya, tidak
dapat tidak kelima negeri ini akan menjadi
nlat Barat diAsia Tenggara untok menen-
tang gulongan Afro-Asia yang dipimpin
oleh Indonesia itu, dan juga akan menye-
nangkan Kuasa Barat untok menjalankan
perchamporan tangannya dengan sachara
tentera  dalam negeri? saperti Vietnam
Selatan, Laos dan lain?. Dalam lapangan
ckonominya pula I'anchéngan ini hanya
memudahkan kuam kapitalis Barat untok
memeras dan merampas kekayaan kelima
negeri sahaja. "Dan didalam negeri ran-
changan ini membolehkan sayap kanan

untok menindas sayap kiri dan gerakan
buroh dan melancharkan pemerintahan
sachara tentera. Pembantahan rakyat
kelima? negeri terhadap ranchangan Me-
layu Raya dapatlah difahamkan.
samemangnya rakyat benchikan sabarang

Kerana

chara penindasan, apa lagi kita rakyat tidak
sudi menjadi korban Barat dan beberapa
anasir? reaksi untok menjalankan dasar
Permintaan rakyat yang
ramai ialah pembebeasan dan kemerdekaan,
dan supaya dapat dilancharkan pemban-
gunan ekonomi Socialism disabuah negeri
yang bebas.

anti-komunis.

Tidak shak lagi kaum buroh negeri kita
membantah sabarang chara persetujuan per-
lembagaan yang tidak berdemokrasi dan
tidak berkebebasan itu, dan hasrat kaum
buroh ini telah pun diperlihat dalam pera-
yaan Hari Buroh baru? ini. Hari ini gerakan
buroh negeri kita harus memainkan peranan
penting dalam gerakan menentang perchan-
tuman palsu dan ranchangan Melayu Raya.
Berhadapan dengan tentangan keras rakyat
negeri kita, partai pemerintah maseh men-
degil juga dan bermaksud hendak melulus-
kan rang undang? Referendum yang tidak
berdemokrasi itu supaya memaksa rakyat
menerima persetujuan perlembagaan yang

mengingkari rakyat. Parti kerajaan akah
saperti (1) Perchantuman
yang mempunyai hak Otonomi dalam Pela-
jaran dan Buroh. (2) Perchantuman yang
dikatakan sachara saperti Negeri Melaka.
Kedua? chara ini dibentangkan sa-rentak
untok diundi. '
usul? ini bertentangan dengan hasrat rakyat
juga, dan jikalau undi rosak atau undi ko-
song pula dikiranya juga undi yang menyo-
kong kerajaan.
lihat politik yang belum pernah dilihat.
Kami menyeru kepada para pekerja supaya
berwaspada dan jangan tertipu. Kami
menyeru juga kepada segala gerakan politik
yang setia pada kepentingan rakyat supaya
bersatu-padu dan bersama? menchegah tipu
Kami kaum

mengusulkan

Akan tetapi yang sebenarnya

Ini adalah suatu tipu mus-

daya politik partai kerajaan.
buroh akan sedia menyokong segala pang-
gilan yang berfaedah kepada rakyat dan
sedia bertindak untok menentang pelak-
: perlembagaan yang

sanaan persetujuan

tidak berdemokrasi itu.

Tidaklah shak lagi perjuangan menen-
tang persetujuan perlembagaan yang tidak

-berdemokrasi ini akan berkaitan erat den-

gan perkembangan gerakan kaum buroh
hari ka-hadapan dan kami haruslah memi-
kul tugas yang utama dalam gerakan ini.
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Report by Secretary-General o} the Union

It is only fourteen years since the
inception of our Union yet what we have
experienced during those years is more or less
the experience of the working class movement
in the country. These fourteen years were
passed amidst trials and tribulations.

Our Union was the sole representative
body of bus workers employed by local private
bus companies soon after the unification of
the Union. But unfortunately the Hock Lee
and Tay Koh Yat Branch Organisations were
undermined by reactionaries following the mass
arrest in 1956. To-day the Bus Workers’ Union
. remains as a unifying body as a result of the
achievement in 1959.

The Released Workers Resumed Their Work

Immediately after the re-organisation of
the Union in 1959, we had begun to seek the
re-employment of more than thirty workers
who were dismissed by the employers. More
than twenty of them were released political
detainees. These dismissed workers were
finally re-instated as the Union had taken a
strong stand on the issue. ‘

The Increment of Wages

Our Union had fought for the increment
of wages of 106 Changi Bus drivers and con-
ductors who had received considerably low
wages in the past. Dispute even, took place
in the course of negotiation but both parties
arrived at an agreement when Mr. Chung Wei
Lin came to mediate personally. Under the
agreement every worker is granted a wage
increment of 1 dollar and twenty five cents.

per day. This is a great improvement of the
living conditions of the workers.

The Increment in Bonus

In view of the fact that the bonuses
given by all the private bus companies to their
workers were not in a uniform rate and the
bonuses given by some of the companies were
considerably little, our Union had submitted
claims on bonus to the compnies at the begin-
ning of 1960. Our claims were settled upon
negotiations and as a result, the 2,500 workers
received an increment of about $90,000 for
their bonus.

The Enforcement of Labour Laws

The most important task of our Union
in 1960 was to fight for the implementation
of the beneficial clauses in the Labour Or-
dinance. We demanded all the companies to
observe strictly the clauses of 8-working hours
per day and 44-working hours per week pro-
vided that the workers’ wages would not be
affected in whichever way.

With the tremendous help by our Union’s
adviser Sdr. Fong Swee Suan Our Union and
all the Companies had arrived at an agreement.
Some of the agreements were signed in the
presence of Mr. K. M. Byrne, the then Minister
for Labour and Law. With effect from l1st
January, 1960, the agreements had shortened
the working hours of the workers and had
granted them 1 day rest per week. Moreover,
our Union had gained for the workers more
than a million dollars per year. Obviously,
this is a tremendous achievement for our Union

— CHEN SAY JAME

in the economic field as the living standard of

the workers is elevated to a considerable
externt.

The main clauses in the agreement are:-

(a) The basic working hours per week
for all monthly-rated and daily-rated employees
is 48 hours, 4 of which is counted as overtime
working hours. As a result of this, the
monthly-rated employees would receive an
additional 6 hours overtime payment per week
and daily-rated employees would receive an
additional 2 hours overtime payment per week.

. (b) Both monthly-rated and daily-rated
employees are entitled to 18 days sick leave
allowance. In the event of a long-term sick-
ness, the employees are entitled to 28 days
sick leave allowance.

(c) Both monthly-rated and daily-rated
employees are entitled to annual leave and
public holidays.

(d) Non-members of the Union are not
entitled to benefits in the agreement.

(e) If the Companies intend to recruil
new employees the Union reserves the right
to recommend half of them. In the case of
Tay Koh Yat Bus Company and Hock Lee Bus
Company the number of new employees to be
recommended by the Union and the Companiecs
would be in the ratio of 2 to 1.

With this re-adjustment on wages the
daily-rated drivers employed by such big
companies as Green Bus Company, Hock Lee
Bus Company and Changi Bus Company would
receive a daily-wage of $10.00 to $10.50 .



The daily-rate drivers in Tay Koh Yat Bus
Company, Keppel Bus Company, Paya Lebar
Bus Company, Katong Bus Company, Kampong
Bahru Bus Company and Singapore-Johore
I'xpress which are all second in size, receive
$9.20 to $9.50 per day. Drivers in smallest
companies such as Ponggol Bus Company and
I'asy Bus Service Co. also receive $8.30 per
day. The wages of conductors varies from
igr companies to small companies. Conductors
working in Green Bus Company and Changi
Bus Company receive a daily wage of $7.50
to $8.00 and those in other Bus Companies
reccive a daily wage over $7.00. Ticket
tnspectors and time-keepers are all monthly
paid and they receive an average salary of
$200 and more each. The uniforms of the
cmployees are free of charge.

$500,000 Arrear Payment

In 1961, our Union continued to negotiate’

with the Bus Companies on claims of arrears
on overtime allowance and other benefits as
per Labour Ordinance. This was the unsettled
dispute that arose in - 1960. Though the
negotiation was complicated and controversial
an agreement was finally arrived at between
bhoth parties. In consequence, the Union had
wained for over two thousand monthly-rated
and daily-rated employees a sum of more
than $500,000.00

This is another achievement we have
made for our members .in the economic field.
While our members have increased their
confidence in the Union, more and more non-
members are applying for Union membership.

Raising Fund for Union’s Premises
With a view to celebrate the over-

whelming victory of Wage increment of the
workers our Union had convened a meeting

at the Victoria Memorial Hall on 28th April,
1960. The meeting unanimously adopted a
resolution that a fund of $100,000.00 be raised
to elect a Union Building.

This is indeed a long-sighted and bold
proposal put forth by the Union in respect to
safeguarding the long-term interests of the
workers as a whole.

This proposal was well responded by all
the members and each of them generousiy
contribute 5 days wages in arrears to the
building fund. Though their contribution
constitutes only 202 of the total benefits in
arrears our Union has up-to-date received a
sum of $90,000.00 for the fund. While we
admire the devoted spirit of the members we
are full of confidence that it will not be long
before our Union will have its own building.

The Employer-Employee Relationship

The employer-employee relationship has
improved to a considerable extent ever since
we signed agreements with all the Bus Com-
panies. To-day, if ever we are compelled to
retaliate in defence of our members’
fundamental rights, it is all because one or two
companies are still hostile to us. '

As the bus workers are closely related
to the passengers, it is quite inevitable that
controversies always occur. In order to
improve the relationship between the workers
and the passengers our Union has in conjunction
with some Bus Companies, such as Green Bus
Company, Hock Lee Bus Company, Keppel Bus
Company and 'Changi Bus Company, set up
joint consultative committees which are autho-
rised to deal with service disciplines and
workers’ welfare. As a result of this action
the general order in the service has greatly
improved.

We shall continue to call upon our
members to be polite to the passengers and
at the same time, we hope that all passengers
could co-operate with our members.

The wunsuccessful organisation of the Land
Transport Federation.

In 1960 our Union tried to form the Land
Transport Federation with the STCEU and
the Taxi Drivers’ Union. This being one of
the task of the Union in its work to promote
the unification of the same trade. Everything
went on very smoothly in the early stages of
the work and the Federation was at last
established which became one of the major unit
in the re-oraganised Trades Union Congress.
Unfortunately the Federation was only existed
for a few months before it was deregistered
by the P A P Government. This is the conse-
quence of the change of labour pohcy of the
Government.

Our Union continued to maintain contacts
and co-operation with fraternal unions after
the deregistration of the Federation. It con-
sistently withstand its stand of the left wing
trade union for the furtherance of the political
development in the direction favourable to
trade union movement.

The ban of the Trades Union Congress
in July 1961 was a signal of the formal break
of the Government and the left wing trade
unions. Our Union in conjunction with other
81 trade unions on 2nd of August supported
the formation of Singapore Association of

-Trade Unions (SATU) to persevere in the left

wing trade union movement.
Financial Aid to Strikes and Fire Victims.

For the enhancement of the spirit of fra-
ternal love and mutual help of the working class
our Union frequently mobilised its members



to make contributions in aid of strikes. We
contributed over $2,000.00 in aid of the Malay
strikers at the Utusan Melayu strike. We
also gave moral and material support to other
strikes in Singapore.

The Bukit Ho Swee fire on 25th May,
1961 was the biggest conflagration in our State
and it inflicted a vast area. The loss suffered
by the victims was immense. Forty seven of
the Union members were among the victims.
We immediately asked for donations from
members and collected a sum of $9,204.20 of
which $5,577.50 was collected from members
of Hock Lee Branch. We distributed $2,820.00
to the 47 affected members and the remaining
$6,384.00 was handed over to the fire victims
through the civic organisations in aid of Bukit
Ho Swee Fire Victims Committee.

Reinstatement of ex-employees.

As early as the end of 1959 our Union
had sucessfully reinstated all the employees
including the former political detainees, who
were wrongfully dismissed by the employers
However, we have yet to continue for the
reinstatement of the three hundred odd ex-
strikers who were forced to leave the services
of the Hock Lee and Tay Koh Yat bus
companies during the 1957 strike.

In the past two years more than half
of the ex-employees have been reinstated and
we hope this matter will be completely settled
in the near future.

Cultural Activities.

Our Union confronts with many difficult-
ies in the field of cultural activities. The
old age of the workers on the one hand and
the working system on the other hinders the
smooth running of these activities. Thus,

there is difficulty in large scale activities.

In 1960 we set up a cadre study class
running on every fortnight. The response
to the cadre class was satisfactory. The
majority of the executive committees and
branch committees enthusiatically enrolled
for the class. TUndoubtedly the cadre class
assists and alleviate the Knowledge of the
cadres in understanding Union leadership,
trade union movement and current situation.
The class was temporarily stopped for a period
due to the situation.

We also organised a team of Chinese
Orchestra which attracted quite a number of
workers.

For those branches equipped with
suitable conditions we set up literary classes.

Our Constitutional Stand.

The most serious political problem that
confronts our State is of course the constitu-
tional problem. This problem is closely
connected with the trade union movement

and has been in controversy for one vyear,

On one side there is the opportunists and
reactionaries with the PAP as its core who
support the Greater Malaysia Plan. They are
compelling the people of our State to accept
the Government’s White Paper on Merger.
On the other side the left wing political
parties and trade unions including our Union
passionately oppose to the above unequal and
undemoractic proposals of White Paper on
Merger and Greater Malaysia Plan. We
advocate that we can only accept true merger
with equal citizenship, etc. Alternatively we

prefer to strive for complete self-government -

in 1963. .
It s beyond the shadow of dny doubt

that the people of our State is strongly opposed .

to Government's White Paper on Merger and

.the workers.

Greater Malaysia Plan. But the PAP Govern-
ment is preparing an utmost undemocratic
National Referendum Bill to force the people
to accept the phoney merger. This Ordinance
empowers the Government to put forward
merger proposals unacceptable to the voters.
The blank and spoilt votes of the voters are
tc be taken as votes supporting the Govern-
ment. It is clear that the workers should raise
their vigilances~in order not to fall into the
trap of the PAP.

Our Tasks.

The correct leadership of the Union
couple with the co-operation and solidarity of
the workers is undoubtedly the attributions
to the gradual strengthening of the Union
and its success in achieving many benefits for
Nevertheless we should not be
self-complacent. Particularly at the time
where the situation is developing swiftly and
the trade union movement is facing with
many threats. Hereby we appeal to the wor-
kers to fulfil the following tasks with one
heart:-

(1) -Unite unanimously to continue to strive
far the economic rights and benefits of
the workers. In view that some of the
agreements will be expired at the end

~0f this year the Executive Committee is
studying the amendments of the agree-
ments.

To enhance cultural activities in par-
ticular that of politics and hope members
will enthusiastically participate in the
activities.

To enhance the opposition of phoney
merger and Greater Malaysia Plan on
the stand of maintaining the interests
of workers and be prepared to face any
tests.
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$51,199.79 + $52,162.76

Last Balance
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Subscriptions

Banking a'c Cr.
Banking ac Dr.

+

148.85
43,892.26
26,800.00

16,632.40

262.00

76.00

168,795.16

72.45
127.05
8,636.60

534.50
201.30
211.35
5,700.00
421.25
1,795.50
639.10

250.00
51.60
21.30

27.50

42.00

160.00

184.85

$87,811.51
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$184.85 =
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